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of Ujjain to rule Kashmir. He, however, sent Matri-
gupia, a poet of his court to rule Kashmir. Were he
Kalidasa, Kalhana would certainly name him. Matri
gupta ruled well for 4 years and 9 months. Then
Pravarasena, a scion of the royal family, claimed the
throne. Matri gupta abdicated gladly. Then Vikram-
aditya was gone. This happened about 562 A. D. Matri
gupta turned an ascetic, Pravarasena was a great
hero. He extended the kingdom up to Saurashtra
(Gujrat). He also defeated Siladitya I., successor of
Vikramaditya and recovered the Kashmir throne taken
by Vikramaditya to Ujjain. This Vikramaditya was
certainly Yasodharman of Malwa, son to Mahendraditya
by Queen Saumya-darsana. He is also called Bishama,
sila. He slew the Mlechchhas. Ujjain was his capital.
There was no emperor in India between 560 and 605
A. D. The following powers, however, were important:
(i) Kashmir held all tracts up to Gujrat. (ii) SKaditya L
successor of Yasodharman held Malwa and other
neighbouring tracts, (iii) The Vardhan dynasty of
Thanesvar. These Vardhans were the 2nd branch of
the Pauras, ancient Pauravas who ruled all lands about
Kanouj. Dushyanta, husband of Sakuntala was a noted
Paurava king of old. (iv)The Second Gupta and Maukhari
dynasties held Magadh, Dharmaditya, Gopa-Chandra
and Samachara Deva held Eastern India successively,
(v) The Chalukya empire in the Deccan. In the beginning
of the yth century A. D. there were 3 empires in India
viz. those of the Vardhans of Thanesvar, of Sasanka in
Eastern India from Brahmaputra to Ganjam (Sasanka's